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We love our local church – but not for the reasons you might suspect.
It’s not that we enjoy the music, like the coffee or connect with the people.
Though all of these things are true, our affection arises from somewhere
deeper. We love our local church because Christ loves it. So great was this love
in fact, that Christ laid aside his glory and offered up his life for her.1 Such
lavish, self-giving love continues to inspire us two thousand years on. Christ
calls us to place the highest value on the bride for which he died.
Within this booklet we will ask you to consider the vital importance of the
church in the life of a Christian. For any follower of Jesus, joining a local
church is essential. That church may or may not be Greenview but, whether
here or elsewhere, we would lovingly encourage you to put down your roots in
a church family.
This booklet begins with beliefs, discusses baptism and then focuses on
belonging. This order flows from our conviction that people who join local
churches should be baptised believers.2
So whether you’re investigating Jesus, pondering baptism or weighing up
membership, the following pages are for you. They will not only introduce you
to Greenview but, more importantly, will point you to Jesus. Jesus is the
loving Bridegroom and it is around him that the church delights to gather.
The Elders of Greenview Church
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Ephesians 5:25.
Of course, anyone is welcome to ‘attend’ a local church. But joining involves the further
step of coming under the care of that church and committing to serve its people.
2
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Baptism and Membership Process Overview
1.

Read “Joining the family” booklet.

2.

Attend a membership information evening (ask a church leader
about when this can be arranged).

3.

Following the meeting, if you remain interested in baptism and / or
membership, inform the church leadership.

4.

An interview will be arranged with two elders to hear your
testimony and ask you some questions.

5.

All being well, the church will be informed of our plan to baptise
you and / or bring you into membership.

6.

Once you are baptised, you will be welcomed into membership the
following Sunday.
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Believer
Before anyone is baptised or joins a church, they should first of all be sure
they trust in Christ. The person should be a “Christian” – though that term is
sadly today often misunderstood.3 It might be better to resort to a label more
common in the New Testament. A “believer” is someone who trusts Christ,
both to be saved and to grow in his likeness.
But what does it mean to believe in Christ? And why do we need to do this?
To answer these questions, we need to review the gospel. The gospel is the
“good news” that God has been announcing to the world since the days of the
apostles. This message can be divided into four parts:
1)

God is holy 4 – God exists and created everything, including the
earth in which we live. This world was originally “good” and the first
human beings were initially without sin. God’s design for human
beings was that they would know him, love him and glorify him.
Tragically, humanity chose a different path.

2)

We have sinned 5 – Human beings have turned away from God.
They have rejected his good rule to live in ways that please
themselves. Since the garden of Eden till now, none of us have
faithfully kept God’s standards of love and integrity. Because God is
just, he must respond by punishing sin. This means that, without
the grace of God, we will one day be cut off from God forever (the
Bible calls this “hell”). Without God’s intervention our life now is
meaningless, and our future is hopeless.

3)

Christ died for sinners and rose again 6 – This is the wonder of the
gospel! When we rejected God, God loved us. He sent his Son into
the world so that sinners might not perish. When Jesus died on the
cross God punished our sin (this was justice), but he also made it
possible for sinners to be forgiven (this was mercy). Jesus himself
was morally pure, yet took on himself the judgement we deserve.
Christ then rose from the dead, showing that sin, death and hell had
been defeated.

3

Acts 11:36, Acts 26:28, 1 Peter 4:16. People today often think of a Christian simply as
someone who attends church, lives morally, or who believes in the God of the Bible.
4
Revelation 4:8, Isaiah 6:1-5, Genesis 1:31, James 1:17.
5
Romans 3:9-19, Ephesians 2:1-3, Titus 3:3, Genesis 6:5, Jeremiah 17:9, Acts 17:31,
Romans 1:18.
6
John 3:16, Titus 3:4-5, Romans 3:21-26, Galatians 2:20, 1 Peter 2:24, 2 Corinthians
5:21.
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4)

A response is required 7 – Either we accept the good news or we
reject it. Accepting the gospel means we repent8 of our sin and
believe9 in Christ. A genuine believer will be willing to publicly
confess that Jesus is their Lord. Though they will not live perfectly,
their life will bear the fruit of God’s work within them.

Pause and Reflect
Before reading further, consider your own response to the gospel. Which of
the following statements reflects your current response to Christ?
a) “I still don’t believe.”
If this is you, would you consider exploring the claims of Jesus in more
depth? Why not meet with a Christian and ask them questions you may have.
They can take you through a helpful booklet called “The Word: one to one”
which looks at John’s gospel and the life of Jesus. Alternatively, the church
runs courses like Christianity Explored. Above all, we encourage you to pray
and ask God to show you the truth of his existence and message.

7

Acts 2:37-38, Acts 17:30-31, Mark 1:14-15, Matthew 28:18-20.
To repent means that we see our old way of life as wrong, and seek to turn from it.
To believe means both to believe the key facts about Jesus (e.g., he died in my place
on the cross) and to trust Jesus for our salvation and everything in life.
8
9
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b) “I’m not sure that I’m a Christian.”
Some people think that the gospel is true, but they’re not sure if they are saved
by it. Such a person might want to slow down a little bit and not rush towards
baptism and membership. It might help to meet with a mature Christian to
discuss the reasons why you are doubtful. It’s worth saying, however, that
many genuine believers struggle with doubts from time to time. Let’s
remember that the basis of our salvation is Christ, not the strength of our
faith or the state of our feelings.
c) “I believe in him.”
If this is you, then praise God! It’s time to move on to the next steps: baptism
and belonging.

Reading Resources (available from the church office)
For the unbeliever:

The Word One To One
The Reason For God (Tim Keller)
The Atheist Who Didn’t Exist (Andy Bannister)

(Check out these links on our website for online resources too:
greenviewchurch.co.uk/explore/
greenviewchurch.co.uk/explore/common-questions-about-christianity/)

For the doubter:

How Can I Be Sure? (John Stevens)
How Can I Be Sure I Am A Christian?
(Donald Whitney)

For the new Christian:

Enjoy Your Prayer Life (Michael Reeves)
God’s Big Picture (Vaughan Roberts)
Habits Of Grace (David Mathis)
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Baptism
Baptism is a key initial step for someone who is a believer. It’s not an
advanced step for a mature Christian but an initial step for a new one.
Throughout the New Testament brand new believers were baptised. After this
one-off occurrence, converts then joined local churches where they took the
Lord’s Supper.10
Baptism is symbolic. The outward action is that someone is plunged beneath
water, then raised up out of it. But this act illustrates certain truths:
1.

This person has been given new life in Christ.11 When Christ died
on the cross, our old sinful life died with him. When Christ rose from
the grave, we were raised with him to eternal life.

2.

This person has been cleansed from sin.12 The water imagery in
baptism is self-explanatory. The filth of our sin has been washed
away by the priestly work of Jesus.

3.

This person has received the Holy Spirit.13 The Holy Spirit is closely
associated with baptism. We are baptised in water because we
have already been baptised with God’s Spirit.

4.

This person is under Christ's authority.14 Jesus commanded that
his disciples should be baptised. Baptism is an early expression of
living under the authority of the Lord Jesus.

5.

This person is publicly acknowledging that Jesus is Lord.15 The
public nature of baptism makes it a witness to the outside world.
Baptism says our allegiance lies with Christ.16

6.

This person is part of Christ's church.17 We do not baptise
ourselves; we are baptised by someone else. Baptism identifies us
with other believers who share in the same grace of God.

10

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the two important practices that the church is
involved in today. The first (baptism) is initial and unrepeatable. The second (the Lord’s
Supper) is continuous and is part of the rhythm of the Christian life.
11
Romans 6:3-4, Colossians 2:12, Galatians 3:27.
12
1 Peter 3:21, Acts 22:16.
13
1 Corinthians 12:13, Acts 2:28.
14
Matthew 28:19-20.
15
Baptisms throughout Scripture and church history have always been done publicly,
except in exceptional circumstances.
16
Many Christians in church history and in parts of the world today have been
imprisoned and killed because they were publicly baptised.
17
1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Ephesians 4:5.
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You’ll notice from the points above that baptism is an extremely rich concept.
You’ll also observe that baptism illustrates what has already happened to us,
as well as what is now true of us. Baptism doesn’t make someone a Christian;
it declares them to be so. A helpful illustration here is the example of a
wedding ring. A wedding ring on your finger doesn’t necessarily make you a
married person. But if you are married, it publicly declares to the world that
you are a husband or wife.
Since our understanding of Scripture is that baptism symbolises new life and
spiritual cleansing, we believe it is only appropriate to apply baptism to those
who have received that life. Greenview Church, therefore, does not practice
infant baptism, as would be practiced in some churches. Instead, we
encourage young people to express their own faith in Christ through baptism
when they reach sufficient maturity.18
If you have been baptised as an infant, we would ask you to consider the
arguments for “believer’s baptism”.19 People on both sides of the baptism
debate often haven’t studied the issue very closely and we would encourage
people to take time to consider other views. From a believers’ baptism
perspective, we would suggest reading John Stevens’ carefully argued article
“New Wine In Old Wineskins”.20 The article examines and critiques
paedo-baptism and presents the case for baptism following faith.

18

There is no hard and fast rule about what age this should be. We would generally not
baptise below high school age, but it depends on the individual young person’s level of
maturity.
19
Another good book to consider is called “Believer’s Baptism” by Tom Schreiner.
20
If you want a hard copy of this article, speak to one of the elders.
www.affinity.org.uk/foundations-issues/issue-63-article-2---infant-baptism-putting-old-win
e-into-new-wineskins
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If you have considered the arguments for believers’ baptism and still consider
your infant baptism to have a biblical basis, then Greenview would not make
that a roadblock to church membership. Obviously, believers’ baptism is what
is taught and practiced at Greenview. To some extent, you need to be
comfortable with that reality.21 However, we want to be “gospel generous” on
this issue. We recognise that baptism is not a matter of saving importance
and it should not separate genuine Christians.
Except in unusual circumstances22 we will baptise by full immersion. We think
immersion best reflects the imagery that baptism is trying to convey (e.g., a
total cleansing from sin / death and resurrection).
At a baptism, people usually share their story of becoming a Christian, either
in person (or usually) via a short video recording.

21

It’s also worth noting that the trustees of Greenview Church must be baptised as
believers.
22
For example, government guidelines due to a pandemic, health issues or deep-seated
anxiety that make immersion impossible.
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Belonging
New Testament Christians were not just part of the universal Church. They
joined smaller congregations: local churches.
People have sometimes rejected this idea of committing to a single church.
“Where is local church membership found in the Bible?” Without giving an
exhaustive reply, we can respond with the following points:
1)

The New Testament identifies local churches. Nearly all the
references to church (“ekklesia”) in the New Testament refer to
local church fellowships. There was the church in Corinth, the
church in Ephesus, the church in Jerusalem – and so on. Such
churches were distinguishable from each other and gathered in a
known location.

2)

The New Testament identifies people who belonged to particular
churches. In Romans chapter 16, Paul mentions 29 people who
were members of the church in Rome. The names of certain New
Testament believers were connected to certain churches.

3)

The New Testament speaks of a “leadership dynamic” that only
makes sense in a local church context. 23 Believers are instructed to
obey their leaders. But which leaders should a believer obey?
(Church leaders everywhere?) Likewise, elders are told to watch
over their sheep and give an account for them. But which sheep are
the elders responsible for? Surely the answer to that question
cannot be “all Christians everywhere”. The call to obey and keep
watch can only make sense in a particular local church, where
people know their leaders and their leaders know them.

4)

Discipline implies membership. 24 Sadly, there can be occasions
when a professing believer might be removed from fellowship25
because of an unrepentant sin. But for a person to be put out of
fellowship, they must have been in fellowship to begin with. So
there is an inside and an outside to church membership.

23

Acts 20:28, Hebrews 13:17.
Matthew 18:17, 1 Corinthians 5:1-13.
25
Being “in fellowship” essentially means inclusion at the Lord’s Table and being
regarded by others as a member of the church. Someone out of fellowship may attend
the church, but they will be lovingly treated like someone who isn’t a Christian (Matthew
18:17).
24
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5)

Many biblical instructions are impractical to obey unless we are
committed to a local church. 26 Church-hopping believers can hardly
bear with other Christians, serve them, or spur them on. Such
actions require a depth of knowledge and relationship that is only
offered when we commit to one church.

What is involved in being a church member?
i) Loving 27 – At the heart of New Testament teaching on the church is the
importance of loving one another. A church without love amounts to
“nothing”. Love, of course, needs to be defined. The 50 or so “one another
commands” are a good place to start when teasing out what love involves.
Truly loving each other means that we want each other to grow in likeness to
Jesus.
ii) Attending 28 – This might seem obvious, but simply turning up at church is a
key aspect of membership. There may be times when circumstances dictate
that we cannot attend church, but prolonged absence from church is usually
the sign of a spiritual problem. Put more positively, meeting with the church is
a way for us to encourage others and for them to encourage us.29
iii) Growing 30 – As church members we are called to grow in faith and
maturity. We do this through our own personal devotions, our commitment to
the means of grace (e.g., listening to preaching, taking communion, attending
church), through serving and also being trained and mentored by those more
mature in the faith. Our Community Groups are an important place for growth,
and we also see the benefit of one-to-one meetings.31
iv) Praying 32 – We pray collectively at our twice monthly prayer meetings
(Thursdays, 8pm), at our quarterly Prayer and Praise services and in our
Community Groups. Members are always encouraged to use the Monthly
Diary which has names of church members on each day of the month. We
want to encourage a culture of prayer that is not just limited to formal times,
but where we can pray for each other at any time in an informal setting. We
also want to grow in praying in ways that are aligned with biblical priorities:

26

Ephesians 4:2, Galatians 5:13, Hebrews 10:24.
John 13:34, Romans 12:10, 1 Corinthians 13:1-13, Galatians 5:13, Ephesians 4:2,
Philippians 1:9.
28
Hebrews 10:25.
29
When we “don’t feel” like attending church, it is the very time we need it most! Always
remember that we don’t need to be in a “great place” to come to church. The grace of
God means we can come as we are. If we’re discouraged, then by the end of the service
(or Community Group) hopefully we will leave encouraged!
30
2 Peter 3:18, Colossians 2:6, Ephesians 4:1-12.
31
These are informal meetings between two Christians (of the same sex) one to one.
They involve catching up, studying the Bible, hearing what’s really happening in each
other’s lives and praying for each other.
32
Acts 2:42, Colossians 4:2.
27
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putting God’s kingdom first, followed by the needs of others and then
ourselves.
iv) Serving 33 – Every believer has spiritual gifts34, opportunities and resources
to serve others. We encourage every member of Greenview to find ways of
serving their fellow believers. This will often be in simple things like listening
well to others, praying for them, and assisting them in whatever way seems
needful.
v) Giving 35 – In our Guide to Giving leaflet we highlight that financial giving “is
based on God’s immeasurable grace and generosity towards us”. It is also an
essential part of our worship to God and reveals what our hearts treasure. Our
financial offerings are used to support basic utilities, church maintenance,
staffing costs and missionary support. Though we recognise that Christians
have differing means available, we encourage all members to give according
to their capacity. It is possible to set up a standing order with the church
which also allows us to utilise Gift Aid. Only the Treasurer is aware of giving
amounts, so what we donate is a confidential matter.
vi) Going 36 – Every Christian has a responsibility to share their faith. As well
as some of the collective ways the church “goes” into the world (e.g., CAP,
gospel courses), we encourage members to be witnesses where they are: in
their families, workplaces and neighbourhoods. This is not just about what we
say, but the witness of our lives, which can commend the gospel to others.

Pastoral care
The elders take leadership in pastoral care and have ultimate responsibility to
care for the flock. There is also a collective responsibility among all members
to care for one another.
Our Community Groups are a key part of our pastoral care structure. Every
Greenview member is assigned to a Community Group, a collection of about
20 people and a cross section of the church. The Community Group meets
regularly for Bible study and prayer. But it is more than a meeting; it is a care
group. An elder will normally oversee each group, but the whole group has
responsibility to support each other.
There will be pastoral emergencies at times and occasions when members
cannot attend church for prolonged periods. Our pastor, Colin Adams, takes
the lead on behalf of the elders in daytime visitation. Speak to Colin if you are
aware of anyone in hospital or at home who is needing a visit.

33

1 Corinthians 12:7, Romans 12:4-8.
The elders are happy to chat this through with you if you are unsure where your gifts
may lie.
35
2 Corinthians 8:9, 2 Corinthians 9:7.
36
Matthew 28:18-20, 1 Peter 3:15.
34
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A final part of pastoral care is church discipline. Church discipline is the loving
act of confronting a fellow believer about sin in their life. All members of the
church have the responsibility to graciously call out sin in others where
necessary, and to be open to such rebuke in their own lives. In serious cases
of unrepentant sin37, church wide discipline is involved – something that will
be led by the elders.38 The final (and thankfully rare) step in this process is to
remove someone from membership altogether. When someone becomes a
member, they are in effect “signing up” to this level of accountability. As part
of our accountability, the church operates both a safeguarding policy and a
vulnerable young adults policy.

Greenview’s DNA
Our vision as a church is to go and make disciples of Jesus Christ and help
them grow to the glory of God. In relation to this, we have five values that we
see as especially important. We want to be a community that is:
●
Transformed by the gospel
●
Under the authority of God’s word
●
Prayerfully dependent on the Spirit
●
Participating together in community
●
Mission minded39
Historically, Greenview has come from the Brethren tradition40 and we believe
that many aspects of that heritage faithfully agrees with biblical teaching.
Strong evangelical convictions, a high value given to applied Bible teaching, a
commitment to independent church government, a deep appreciation of the
Lord’s Supper, a focus on the priesthood of all believers, and the rightness of
plural leadership would all be part of our ethos as a church.
Though we are an independent church, we do not want to be isolated. Some
of our gospel partnerships include:
●
An affiliation with The West of Scotland Gospel Partnership.41
●
An affiliation with the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical
Churches.42
●
We pray and maintain good relationships with other gospel
preaching churches in the area and have been involved in a church
plant in the Darnley area.

Some important convictions
All members of Greenview Church should be able to agree with our core
statement of faith. However, Greenview seeks to be a church that doesn’t

37

For example, serious sexual misbehaviour, abuse, committing criminal offences.
Matthew 18:15-20, 1 Corinthians 5:1-12.
39
Locally, nationally and internationally.
40
To understand more of the history, see: http://brethrenhistory.org/History.htm
41
www.wsgp.org.uk
42
www.fiec.org.uk
38
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divide over secondary issues. Beyond the key beliefs in our statement of faith,
we seek to disagree with civility and charity.
Our church understands Scripture to teach a complementarian view of church
leadership, which means we believe that only men can be qualified as elders
of the congregation and teach the Bible at our corporate times of worship.43
However, we also believe that men and women are equal in value and worth in
the eyes of God, and women are able to serve and lead in other areas of
church life.
As part of our commitment to FIEC we are also committed to three ethos
statements44: “Gospel unity”, “Same sex marriage” and “Women in ministry.”
Especially in the cultural climate we are living in, these are important
documents. All prospective members should read through these statements
and be willing to accept that the church takes these positions based on our
reading of Scripture.

Greenview Church Statement of Faith
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

The whole Bible is inspired by God, and is authoritative and sufficient for
our lives. (2 Timothy 3:15-17)
God exists eternally in three persons – the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit, to whom equal honour is due. (Matthew 28:19, Ephesians 4:4-6)
Jesus Christ, the unique Son of God became man, being begotten of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. (John 1:1-4, Matthew 1:23)
Jesus died for our sins, was buried and rose again for our justification.
(Romans 4:24-25, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)
Jesus ascended to the right hand of God and is now the all-sufficient High
Priest of his people. (Acts 1:9-11, Philippians 2:9-11, Hebrews 7:25)
Jesus will personally return to receive his people and judge the world in
righteousness. (Acts 1:11, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 4:16-17, 2
Thessalonians 1:6-10)
That man has fallen and needs the Holy Spirit’s work in regeneration and
sanctification. (Romans 3:23, Titus 3:4-7)
Human beings are sinful but may be restored by repentance and faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. (Luke 24:46-47, Acts 16:31)
That at death the soul of man does not cease to exist or become
unconscious. (Luke 23:43, 2 Corinthians 5:8)
That the dead will be raised either to life or condemnation and that the
blessedness of the righteous and the punishment of the unrighteous will,
alike, be eternal. (John 5:28-29, Matthew 25:46)

43

The “complementarian” view believes that men and women are equal in value but
have different roles in church life, with regard to eldership and preaching in the context of
gathered worship. “Egalitarianism” believes that women can be elders and preachers of
mixed gatherings.
44
All three of these statements can be found on this page:
https://fiec.org.uk/who-we-are/beliefs
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Address: 1439 Pollokshaws Road, Glasgow, G41 3RQ
Phone number: 0131 636 1581
Email contact: mail@greenviewchurch.co.uk
Website: www.greenviewchurch.co.uk
Subscribe to the Greenview Church YouTube channel and follow our
Facebook page.
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